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Kia ora koutou wāhine ma. Welcome to 
the 2016 conference of the Women’s 
Studies Association (NZ)/Pae Akoranga 
Wāhine (www.wsanz.org.nz). 

Our Association aims to promote feminist 
scholarship and activism and our  
biannual conferences are a key part of 
this work. We hope you will learn from, 
enjoy and be inspired by the wide range 
of presentations and events throughout 
the conference. We wish to thank all of 
you, presenters and attendees, who will 
make the conference a success. 

Special thanks to the Conference  
Organising Committee, whose hard work 
has created a terrific programme.  
 
Nga mihi,  
 
Hilary Lapsley, Convenor, and other 
members of our national Organising 
Group, WSA(NZ)/Pae Akoranga Wāhine 
(Laura Ashton, Sylvia Baynes, Ruth 
Busch, Alison Kagen, Annie Weir, Jo  
Fitzpatrick, Colleen Smith) 

Women’s Studies Association (NZ)/Pae 
Akoranga Wāhine thrives on its  
membership. Your subscriptions enable 
us to promote feminist scholarship and 
activism and carry out activities like this 
conference. If you’re not a member, 
please subscribe here: www.wsanz.org.
nz/membership. If you are a member, 
how about inviting a friend or colleague 
to join this month!

Kia ora. Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Ni hao, 
Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi atu, Bula 
Vinaka, Namaste, Talofa Ni.

Warmest welcome to all delegates at 
the Women’s Studies Association/ Pae 
Akoranga Wāhine Conference 2016. A 
special welcome to all new members 
of the WSANZ and to those who are 
attending their first Women’s  
Studies Association Conference. We 
look forward to your continued  
relationship with the Association and its 
principles beyond the Conference. 

We are delighted by the response to the 
conference theme Re/generation: New 
Landscapes in Feminism and Women’s 
Studies. The programme is rich and 
lively with invited keynote speakers and 
panels, workshops, papers, artworks 
and posters on topics ranging from 
manawahine and poetry, violence and 
migration, care and herstory.  We also 
have stalls and displays showing the 
vibrant activism and service of feminist 
organisations at the flax roots, as well 
as women’s handiwork and creativity. 

We hope that the Conference will be a 
space for sharing of ideas, robust discus 
sions and memorable times! 

With best wishes, 

The Conference Programme Committee 
Laura Ashton, Sylvia Baynes, Paulette 
Benton-Greig (co-Chair), Pani Farvid, 
Tess Moeke-Maxwell, Powhiri Rika-Heke, 
Rachel Simon-Kumar (co-Chair),  
Colleen Smith, Annie Weir

Welcome

From WSANZ From the Programme Committee
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General Information
Getting Around

Buses run to all parts of the Auckland 
region from the Britomart transport 
centre. Pick up a transport brochure 
from the registration desk or head to 
at.govt.nz for further information.

Taxis 
If you require a taxi, there are a host 
of companies to choose from,  
including: 
Auckland Co-Op Taxi: 09 300 3000 
Discount Taxi: 09 529 1000 
Green Cabs: 0508 447 336

 
Social Media
Delegates are encouraged to share 
their conference experiences on 
social media using the hash tag 
#wsapaw16. Here are a few ideas 
for how you can use social media over 
the course of the conference:

Instagram 
Share photos of your favourite 
keynotes, tasty lunch morsels, most 
thought-provoking poster, or the 
choicest dance moves on Friday night. 
Don’t forget to include the hash tag 
#wsapaw16.

Twitter 
Tweet your favourite quotes or 
inspired thinking, and links to websites 
and resources throughout the day, 
using #wsapaw16.

Facebook 
Facebook is the place for your 
lunchtime musings and end of day 
summations. Share organisation web 
links and photos of art work (with 
appropriate attributions), or just tell 
us what you’re glad you heard today. 
It’s a closed group, so if you’re not 
already a member, please request 
to join and one of the admins will 
process that as soon as they can.  
 
Search for WSA(NZ) on Facebook and 
join the conversation #wsapaw16.

 
Internet Access 
Connect to ‘UoA WiFi’ and use one of 
the following combinations: 
 

Username Password
conf9552 zyntosi5

conf9553 sletriwo

 
Presenting authors  
Please ensure your lecture slides are 
on a USB and are uploaded on the  
lectern computer in the applicable 
room in advance of your time slot on 
the day you are scheduled to present. 



4   Women’s Studies Association / Pae Akoranga Wāhine Conference 2016

WELCOME RECEPTION
6pm, Friday 2 September 
Gus Fisher Gallery, 74 Shortland Street

Join us for an evening at the Gallery, where events will include: 

Welcome from Linda Tyler, Director of the Gus Fisher Gallery

Celebration of Margot Roth’s ‘Roll on the Revolution … but not till after X’mas’

Dinner - Noodle Boxes (available to those who have purchased with their 
Conference registrations)

Dinner Entertainment - Poetry by Hadassah Grace & Music till Late with Tina 
Turntables
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Programme Overview
FRIDAY 2 september 2016
8.15am Registration Level 1 Foyer, Owen G Glenn Building, 12 Grafton Road

9.15am Mihi Whakatau / Welcome (led by Powhiri Rika-Heke and Tess 
Moeke-Maxwell) 
OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0)

9.45am MORNING TEA 
LEVEL 1 FOYER

10.15am Keynote address: Professor Ngahuia Te Awekotuku 
‘Wahine Kia Mau : Reflections For Re/Generation’ 
OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0)

11.15am Welcome from the WSA 
OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0)

11.30am Papers Session 1

Room  
260-040C

Room 
260-055

Room 
260-057

Room 
260-005

Gathering 
Women’s 
Knowledge

1. Gush, 
‘Gender, 
Corporeality  
& Heritage’

2. Dalzell, 
‘Academic 
Philosophy’

3. Lacey & 
Underhill 
-Sem, ‘Joint  
Research’

Sexual  
Violence

1. Barton, 
‘Rape in NZ 
Newspapers’

2. Kumar, 
‘Data on 
Sexual 
Violence in 
Ethnic Com-
munities’

3. Rahma-
nipour, ‘Con-
structions 
of Sexual 
Violence in 
Ethnic Com-
munities’

Mana  
Wahine

1.Tamanui, 
‘#Gender-
andculture 
#AtuaMaori’

2. Nikora, 
‘Bereave-
ment & 
Mourning’

3. Norris, 
‘Mass Incar-
ceration’

Herstory

1. Middleton 
& Bunkle, 
‘New  
Education’ 
(Panel)

2. Mowbray 
&  
Whitcombe, 
‘Legacy of 
SROW’

Session  
cancelled
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12.45PM LUNCH 
LEVEL 1 FOYER

2.15pm Papers Session 2

Room  
260-213

Room  
260-319

Room  
260-040C

Room 
260-205

Room 
260-315

Workshop: 
Construc-
tions of  
Vulnerabil-
ity

Debbie  
Hager  

Kaupapa 
Takatāpui

1. Rossiter, 
‘Transgender 
Panic’

2. Dickson, 
‘Rainbow 
Communi-
ties’  
(Workshop)

Communi-
ties & Care

1. Keil  
‘Pacific 
Mothers’

2. Williams, 
Morgan, 
Moeke-  
Maxwell, 

‘Palliative 
Care’

SOAPBOX

1. Melling, 
‘Intimate 
Partner  
Sexual  
Violence’

2. Simon- 
Kumar,  
‘Ethnic  
Ambiguity’

3. Alrutz- 
Stierna, 
‘New Gen-
eration of 
Feminists’

4. Rina Tui

5. Eunique 
Ikiua

6. Chloe 
Destrieux

Women & the 
Arts

1. Douglas, 
‘Restoring 
Women Artists 
to History’

2.Tyler, 

‘Analysing  
Responses to a  
Different View’

3. Charman, 
‘Femininity- 
Effeminacy in 
the Post-War 
Poetics’

3.30pm AFTERNOON TEA 
LEVEL 1 FOYER

4pm Panel: Gender, Generation and Care
Chair: Assoc. Prof. Christa Fouche 
Speakers: Dr Katherine Ravenswood, Dr Tess Moeke-Maxwell, Prof. Ngaire 
Kerse
OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0)

5.30pm End of Day One 
Walk to Gus Fisher Gallery (approximately 15 minute stroll)

6pm WELCOME reception  
GUS FISHER GALLERY, 74 SHORTLAND STREET
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Saturday 3 september 2016
8am Registration Level 1 Foyer, Owen G Glenn Building, 12 Grafton Road

8.45am Panel: New Directions in Justice 
Chair: Khylee Quince 
Speakers: Prof. Rosemary Hunter, Assoc. Prof. Tracey McIntosh, Assoc. 
Prof. Elisabeth McDonald 
OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0) 

10.45am MORNING TEA 
LEVEL 1 FOYER

11.15am Papers session 3

Room 260-040C Room 260-040B Room 260-055 Room 260-057

Representing 
Women

1. Keene, ‘Growing 
up with Hardcore’

2. Kennedy, 
‘Beyond the Womb’

3. Monaghan, 
‘Trickster in  
Banville’

Women & Pay 
Equity 

1. Hyman, 
‘Universal Basic 
Income’

2. Hill, ‘Pay 
Equity’

3. Pringle et al., 
‘Pay Equity in 
Engineering’

Women & the 
Everyday

1. Benjamin, 
‘Catching the 
Wave’

2. Baynes, 
‘Feminism and 
Lightbulbs’

3. Cox,  
‘Girls Can Do  
Anything’

Panel: ‘New’ 
Faces of  
Feminism: 
Young  
Feminists 
Sue Jackson; 
Emma Tennent; 
Jessica La; 
Abby Simpson, 
Millie Dow, Tessa 
Parker, Maggie 
Hablous,  & 
Femineast  
Feminist Club

12.30pm Papers session 4

Room 260-040C Room 260-040B Room 260-206 Room 260-223

Workshop:  
Disrupting  
Misogyny on 
Social Media – A 
BYOD Workshop 

Jenny Rankine

Gender and 
Social Policy 

1. Fraser, ‘Who 
is the Expert’

2. Simon-  
Kumar, ‘Who is 
Marginal’

3. McDonald, 
‘Representation 
in Social Policy’

Gender & the 
Global

1. Guha, ‘Tied 
Middling Wives’

2. Kanem & 
Norris,  
‘Economic 
Development in 
PNG’

3. Restuning 
et al. ‘Male 
Involvement’

Young Women 
& Society

1. Brown,  
‘Negotiating Sex’

2. Calder-
Dawe, ‘Young 
Aucklanders 
Construction of 
Feminism’

3. Pond & Farvid, 
‘Bisexual Women 
& Tinder’
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1.45pm LUNCH 
LEVEL 1 FOYER

2.30pm Margot Roth Inaugural Lecture: Professor Priya Kurian

‘Feminist Futures in the Anthropocene: Sustainable Citizenship and the 
Challenges of Climate Change and Social Justice’

OGGB 3 (Room 260-092, Level 0)

3.30pm AFTERNOON TEA AND CLOSING 
LEVEL 1 FOYER
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KEYNOTES

OPENING KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
PROFESSOR NGAHUIA TE AWEKOTUKU
Wahine Kia Mau : Reflections For Re/Generation

Mai muri, ki mua : from our past, to our future, knowing 
that to understand today, and to anticipate tomorrow, we 
must remember yesterday. Those early years of recent 
struggle, from the late 1960s until now, in Aotearoa. How do 
we recall those times? Was it only about the women question 
– or the patriarchate? What did we achieve? Did we resolve 

any of the issues? And what about the ones that refuse to go away? Hasn’t 
feminism, in any contemporary sociocultural or geographic context, always been 
a work in progress, constantly in transition? For Maori, Pacific, Asian and ethnic 
women, where is the relevance? And who defines these new landscapes?  With 
reference to over 45 years of Women’s Liberation and the emergence of Womens 
studies in Aotearoa, this presentation will consider some of those issues

 
Biography

Ngahuia Te Awekotuku (Te Arawa, Tuhoe, Waikato) has been a fierce advocate 
for Maori, women’s and LGBT rights for nearly five decades. Her PhD (1981), 
focused on Maori women and tourism. She has produced two collections of 
creative fiction and poetry, and a volume of essays. Her work on culture, gender, 
and sexuality has been published extensively. She is the principal author of Mau 
Moko : the World of Maori Tattoo (2007), and her most recent book,  E Nga Uri 
Whakatupu : weaving legacies  (2015) records the retrospective exhibit of the 
exquisite textiles of Rangimarie Hetet and Diggeress Te Kanawa. She also co-
curated the National Library show (2013) Tirohia Mai : Look At Us Now, which 
celebrated 120 years of Women’s Suffrage.  
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MARGOT ROTH INAUGURAL LECTURE: 
PROFESSOR PRIYA KURIAN
Political Science and Public Policy, University 
of Waikato 

Feminist Futures In The Anthropocene:   
Sustainable Citizenship And The Challenges 
Of Climate Change And Social Justice

The Anthropocene is a term geologists are starting to use to describe our current 
epoch, when humans have themselves become a geological force transforming 
the planet in fundamental ways. This idea of the Anthropocene forces us to 
rethink the world of nature and culture as we know it, creating new landscapes 
of activism and alliances that go beyond resilience to regeneration. To meet the 
challenges of a world marked by intensifying climate change and growing social 
injustice calls for renewed forms of feminist responses.  Enacting sustainable 
citizenship in the Anthropocene needs a vision of feminist futures. This paper 
explores the intersecting narratives of climate justice and sustainable citizenship 
to outline one such vision.

 
Biography

Priya Kurian is Professor of Political Science and Public Policy at the University 
of Waikato, New Zealand. Her research is interdisciplinary and draws on 
feminist, postcolonial, and critical lenses to examine how power and politics 
play out in the intersecting fields of environmental politics and policy; science 
and technology studies; and development studies. She is the author of 
numerous articles, author or co-editor of four books, and has received major 
research grants from the Royal Society of New Zealand’s Marsden Fund and the 
Rockefeller Foundation for projects on sustainable citizenship and climate justice. 
Outside academia, she is the mother of two feisty feminists and a founding 
member and trustee of Shama Hamilton Ethnic Women’s Centre Trust.
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PANELS
GENDER, GENERATION & CARE (Day one, 4pm)
Chair: Associate Professor Christa Fouche, Faculty of Education and Social 
Work, The University of Auckland
 

Dr Katherine Ravenswood 
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Business, AUT 
Gender & Class In New Zealand Care/Work Regimes

Despite a history of fighting for equality for women, 
New Zealand still holds to gendered norms of care work 
that expect women to shoulder the burden of paid and 
unpaid care work. Recent ‘events’ have challenged and 
tried to refocus our gendered norms of care work (for 
example, legal actions for family carers and for equal pay; 

the stymied extension to paid parental leave). This discusses how gendered 
norms are also often ‘classed’ and what this might mean for any challenges to 
gendered norms of care work.

Dr Tess Moeke-Maxwell
Research Fellow, Te Ārai Palliative and End of Life  
Research Group, University of Auckland  
Mai Te Wairua, Ko Te Reo Aroha:  In The Spirit Of Love

When translated “mai te wairua, ko te reo aroha” means “in 
the spirit of love”. The title has been chosen to highlight that 
the wairua (spiritual essence) of Māori whānau caregivers 

calls on their aroha (empathy, care, concern and compassion) to drive the 
end-of-life care of Māori kaumātua of advanced age. This presentation explores 
who gets to deliver care to kaumātua and why, and the culturally infused forms 
of care provided and delivered within different care settings. What permits 
some whānau members to shoulder the bulk of end-of-life care and not others? 
Although our research findings show that this is largely a female exclusive 
domain, males also play a significant role and in some cases, a primary care 
role.  Tess’s presentation draws from several end-of-life studies she has been 
involved with over the past six years.  In particular she draws from the previous 
presentation and short film, Farewell (Haere atu ra) to further expand on the 
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Māori analysis of the bi-cultural Pākeketanga: Living and Dying in Advanced Age 
research study findings.

Professor Ngaire Kerse
Head of School, School of Population Health, The  
University of  Auckland 
Women Of LiLACS NZ

Women in advanced age are a special group. Their length 
of life and their experiences along the way impact on their wellbeing in both 
positive (resilience, judgement and wisdom) and negative (increased loss, ill 
health, relocations) ways. Life and Living in Advanced Age: a Cohort Study 
in New Zealand, Te Puāwaitanga o Ngā Tapuwae Kia Ora Tonu (LiLACS NZ) 
gathered data from over 500 Māori and non-Māori women octogenarians. 
Women were more likely to be socioeconomically disadvantaged and to live 
alone than men, with Māori women being the worst off economically. Wellbeing 
and quality of life were followed over 5 years, with women surviving longer 
and showing maintenance of wellbeing. More detail from the cohort study is 
presented and its societal implications are discussed. 

NEW DIRECTIONS IN JUSTICE (Day two, 8.45am)
Chair: Khylee Quince, Faculty of Law, University of Auckland, Roroa/Ngapuhi 
and Ngati Porou

Professor Rosemary Hunter
Law and Socio-Legal Studies, Queen Mary  
University London 
Feminist Knowledge And Legal Discourse. 

Feminist legal theorists have long been sceptical about 
the capacity of legal discourse to incorporate feminist 
knowledge; indeed they have documented the many ways in 
which feminist knowledge has been distorted or disqualified 
by legal discourse. Emerging evidence, however, raises the 

possibility of convergence between feminist and legal knowledge. The paper 
discusses this evidence, in particular the (imaginative) feminist judgment 
projects and examples of (real) feminist judges.
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The Women’s Studies Association gratefully acknowledges the NZ Law 
Foundation that has brought Prof. Hunter to New Zealand.

Associate Professor Tracey McIntosh
Co-Director, Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga | New Zealand’s 
Māori Centre of Research Excellence  
Behind The Wire: Maori Women And Prison 

Maori women in prison are a socially submerged population, 
marginalised in the literature and public consciousness by 

virtue of their age, their ethnicity, their gender and their incarcerated status. 
The experience of these women remains largely invisible even as their number 
continues to grow. This talk will look at both the structural and social mechanism 
of control of a defined ‘dangerous’ population.

Associate Professor Elisabeth McDonald
Faculty of Law, Victoria University  
Feminism, Trans Women And The Legal Definition Of 
Rape: What Is The Current Case For Gender Neutral  
Drafting?

One of very few exceptions to gender neutral drafting in the 
Crimes Act 1961 is the definition of rape in s 128(1)(a). This definition excludes 
many other forms of sexual violation which are referred to as rape in the media 
and by individuals themselves. In particular, for this purpose, it excludes the 
sexual violation of trans women who have not had relevant surgery. In this talk, 
Elisabeth considers the current political and social meaning of this exclusion asks 
whether there is a need to reconsider the legal definition of rape. 
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Alphabetical by surname of first presenter

Ander Alrutz-Stierna, Auckland University of Technology
Questions From A New Generation Of Feminists… Are They The Same Old  
Questions, Even In The Face Of Globalisation?

Ange Barton, Victoria University of Wellington
Rape In New Zealand Newspapers: 1975-2015

The sexual objectification of women’s bodies across a range of media has been 
a topic of much research. News reporting of sexual violence against women 
represents a particularly grave concern insofar as it perpetuates gender 
stereotypes and rape myths which, in turn, have been found to be active 
in practices of silencing women’s experiences of rape. Informed by feminist 
theory, this paper will explore and identify the different ways that rape has 
been discussed across a wide range of newspaper media across a forty-year 
period in the New Zealand context with a view to account for the ways in which 
women have been represented, objectified and silenced.  Specifically, it will 
report on preliminary findings of an analysis of depictions of women, rape and 
sexual assault in seven prominent New Zealand newspapers in the years 1975, 
1985, 1995, 2005 and 2015 to determine if shifts have occurred in relation to 
reliance on gender stereotypes and the perpetuation of rape myths. The paper 
will comment on changes that have occurred in the New Zealand context as well 
as changes that have happened across the media landscape and how these have 
impacted on reporting practices of sexual violence. 

Sylvia Baynes, WSANZ Member
How Many Feminists Does It Take To Change A Lightbulb?

Feminist Humour can be viewed as the political arm of Women’s Humour. Some 
commentators have argued that Feminist Humour is of recent origin. I maintain 
that it has existed for as long as women have given voice to independent 
opinion. Forgotten and often ignored, it persists regardless. Quoting from a 
number of sources, this will be a fairly light-hearted approach to the topic. 

ABSTRACTS
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Something uplifting to take us to the conclusion of this conference. I may even 
throw in an answer to the question posed in the title.

Julie Benjamin, Manukau Institute of Technology
Catching The Wave: Marine Slides And Women’s Amateur Photograph? 

Colour slide photography was the popular medium for recording leisure and 
travel between the 1950s and 1970s. In this paper I look at the work of Gladys 
Cunningham, a serious amateur photographer who joined the Onehunga 
Photographic Society in 1963. I discuss serious amateur photography, focusing 
on the increasing participation of women in New Zealand camera clubs after the 
second world war, and their prominence within this serious leisure pursuit. In 
particular, I examine Marine Slides, showing how Cunningham and other women 
photographers approached and represented the sea, coastal places and marine 
activities in the 1960s.

Juliana Brown, The University of Waikato
Negotiating Sex: The Transition From High School To Halls Of Residence

The aim of my research was to gain a deeper understanding of whether Halls of 
Residence students (specifically heterosexual, first year students) felt that their 
knowledge of sexual relations prior to attending University has helped/ failed to 
help them navigate experiences of intimate relations when living outside of the 
family home for the first time. It was also to investigate whether the current 
approaches used in school sexual education classes discuss topics relevant to 
current times: including violence, rape, consent, regret, and pleasure in the 
context of sexuality and sex. I chose to conduct focus groups with student 
participants, as it would give a rich amount of information while retaining a 
focus on student perspective and understanding of their own experiences. By 
talking to youth about their experiences, I hoped to gain a better understanding 
of how young people view their intimate relations and sexuality, and how they 
feel their previous expectations and perspectives compare to their experiences 
and possible knowledge gained while living in Halls of Residence. This research 
gave insight into female students’ understandings and perspectives of their 
sexuality in relation to key topics such as; rape culture, female sexual pleasure, 
and sexual double standards.



16   Women’s Studies Association / Pae Akoranga Wāhine Conference 2016

Octavia Calder-Dawe, School of Psychology, The University of 
Auckland
A Teenage View: Young Aucklanders’ Constructions Of Feminism And  
Feminists

The past few years have seen a surge in the visibility of feminism and 
feminist activism, particularly via social media. While anti-feminist sentiment 
undoubtedly persists in Aotearoa, critiques of sexism and rape culture are 
commanding attention and widespread support. At the same time, scholars 
observe a rapprochement between feminism and commercialized popular culture 
wherein high-profile celebrities are increasingly ‘feministified’. Drawing from 
research conducted in 2012, this paper explores how 20 young Aucklanders 
made sense of feminism, feminists and their own (non)feminist identifications 
within this changing cultural landscape. Two competing discourses patterned 
participants’ talk: ‘unreasonable feminism’ damns and dismisses feminism, 
while ‘fair feminism’ affirms it as common sense, aligning it with equality. 
Where previous research has shown how binary constructions of feminism 
as simultaneously “good” and “monstrous” dilute or depoliticise feminism, 
I explore how teenagers who explicitly adopted a feminist identity drew on 
these discourses to normalise and justify a more politicised feminist position. 
To conclude, I examine how feminist participants worked to embody feminist 
reasonableness through their manner and rhetorical devices and discuss the 
politics of this ‘reasonable feminist’ position.

Janet Charman, WSANZ Member
The Horror Of Femininity-Effeminacy In The Post-War Poetics Of Aotearoa 
New Zealand

A discussion of how writing by women Aotearoa New Zealand was seen during 
the three decades post World War Two, as sexually contaminating. The paper 
suggests strategies that will assist us to move on, as artists, from this legacy of 
traumatic male sexual anxiety towards femininity-“effeminacy”.
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Lois Cox, WSANZ Member
‘Girls Can Do Anything’: Reflections On A Feminist Initiative

‘Girls Can Do Anything’, the phrase, has entered popular New Zealand culture, 
though its origin may not be remembered.  The phrase came into use in 1983, 
in a public education programme designed to encourage more girls to take up 
trades, and become apprentices - a large area of the workforce from which 
women were absent.  I was at that time the women’s advisory officer at the 
Vocational Training Council (VTC), a quango responsible for trade training and 
apprenticeships, and I initiated and carried through the programme.  The paper 
looks first at the climate and feminist thought of the time: it was an important 
time in our feminist history, as the early ‘80s was the period when Government 
responded to 1970s feminism with a number of women’s advocacy jobs in 
government organisations. Then the paper recalls the programme’s features.  
The ‘Girls Can Do Anything’ programme was one of a kind, in terms of how its 
message was spread.  The way the message was conveyed, particularly through 
community service ads, aided its success.  The paper discusses its success and 
how relevant its form and its aim might be for New Zealand feminism today.

Fiona Dalzell, Department of Philosophy, University of  
Canterbury 
Minority Women In Academic Philosophy - A Brief History Of Sexism From 
Spaying To Socrates

I am bi-disciplinary. I started life as a veterinary surgeon as a student nearly 
40 years ago. In those days it was the least accessible profession for women, 
particularly in New Zealand. I certainly experienced some really appalling overt 
sexism. But now the veterinary profession is predominantly female, the flagrant 
and sanctioned academic sexism that we endured in the 80s has at least, 
diminished. Presently I am enrolled in a PhD in discipline even more gender 
biased than the vet science of the 70s - Philosophy. So in my presentation I 
discuss the different forms sexism takes across the disciplines and across time. 
I offer some veterinary therapies which might be successful in treating and 
eradicating this dreadful and devastating disease, which has sadly spread to the 
Humanities. Finally, I suggest an academic breeding programme designed to 
create a new generation of philosopher queens.  
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Sandra Dickson, Hohou Te Rongo Kahukura
Hohou Te Rongo Kahukura – Outing Violence:  Building Rainbow  
Communities Free Of Partner And Sexual Violence (Workshop)

Feminist responses to gendered violence in Aotearoa include battles for 
legislative change and recognition of the scale of the problem and impacts on 
women and children; challenging social norms which support men’s violence; 
and the Rape Crisis and Women’s Refuge movements.  Yet we still lack a 
comprehensive response to gendered violence experienced by people from 
sex, sexuality and gender diverse communities, despite increasing evidence of 
concerning rates of partner and sexual violence in Rainbow communities. In 
2015/16 It’s Not OK funded the Hohou Te Rongo Kahukura – Outing Violence 
project to raise awareness of partner and sexual violence and carry out 
community research in Rainbow communities. The project, supported by an 
experienced advisory group, designed a website with Rainbow specific resources 
and toured the country from Dunedin to Whangarei to consult with Rainbow 
communities in hui hosted by local groups.  The project also included a national 
survey which received responses from 407 people identifying as sex, sexuality 
and/or gender diverse.  This interactive workshop will present the findings from 
our community hui and survey and invite discussion of the challenges these 
findings present for traditional gendered understandings of violence, and for 
providing services for people experiencing partner and sexual violence. 

Jessica Douglas, The University of Auckland
Restoring Women Artists To History

Women artists are often seen as less successful than their male counterparts 
with their works achieving less at auction houses and commercial galleries. 
Women artists are also too often underrepresented and have been largely 
ignored in the history of art. Anne Hamblett (b.1915) is no exception to this. 
She is perhaps best known for being Colin McCahon’s wife, however she was in 
fact an artist in her own right – though very little is known about the works that 
she did produce. Described by her contemporary Rodney Kennedy as “the best 
artist of her generation”, Hamblett only stopped painting in the early 1950s (it is 
rumoured that her famous husband once said, “there’s only room for one artist 
in this family”). Caught between the choice of family and a career, like many 
other women of her time, Hamblett went for the first option. Despite this, she 
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did manage to pursue other forms of art outside of the more traditional painting 
genre: clothing, dressmaking, illustration (for New Zealand’s School Journals) 
and pottery. These types of art, while often considered as a lower status than 
that of painting, are reflective of the time: of a woman’s role in her family and 
in society. Giving Hamblett the much-needed recognition she deserves for her 
art is one step in the process for re/generating new landscapes in feminism and 
women’s studies. 

Rebecca Fraser, Single Parent Services, Waikato
Who Is The Expert? 

Recent notorious cases of child abuse in Aotearoa New Zealand have both 
politicised and rationalised increased intervention from government towards ‘at 
risk’ families.  While community organisations have historically been considered 
the ‘expert’ in the identification of and support of ‘at risk’ families, over the 
last several years the power to define and work with these families is moving 
back towards government.  The relationship between the ‘at risk family’ and 
society remains a site of feminist struggle.  So, too, does the relationship 
between community organisations (with their broadly feminist framework 
and philosophies) and government. This paper draws on recent government 
direction and the author’s experience to chart both the movement of discourses 
of expertise and to highlight some of the issues of this movement, in the 
struggle to define the problem and solutions for ‘at risk families’.  The paper 
uses feminist activist understandings to describe how expertise can and must be 
devolved back to the family/whanau.

Poulamee Guha, School of Counselling, Human Services and 
Social Work, The University of Auckland
Diaspora Of Disaffection: Gender Role Reproduction Among Global Indian 
“Tied Middling’ Housewives

‘Tied Middling Migrant Women’, to be referred hereafter as TMM, are a group of 
women spread over different global locations, accompanying their male spouses 
who are skilled middle class migrant professionals working in transnational 
locations. [...] Since they do not face financial struggle due to steady household 
income, their workforce participation is disrupted due to many interconnected 
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social and personal factors, hence their professional identity takes a backseat. 
They are, by and large, an invisible category within both migration research 
and gender research, with no apparent issues or problems for concern. Against 
this background, my presentation will explore the fragmented construction 
of TMMs within the Indian diaspora. Through my paper I intend to survey the 
existing literature on TMM women and explore the relevance of identifying gaps 
and establishing need for understanding of this phenomenon. It will undertake 
a literature survey of TMMs outlining the particular gender role reproductions 
experienced by these women. I argue that what is being evidenced within 
TMMs in some ways parallels the experience outlined by Betty Friedan in her 
Feminine Mystique, which is reappearing within a changed social context, 
located in different time and space. In the second half, the paper will outline 
a research project which would highlight the problems they face and in the 
process understanding the impact of newer aspects of globalization on it. I wish 
to develop my PhD Research as an exploration of the problem to understand 
the various sociological dynamics involved in the phenomenon and analyse it 
through post-modern, post-colonial transnational feminist lens to trace neo-
racial, neo-colonial dimensions of globalization and political economy, bringing 
the issue into research-scape.

Nadia Gush, History Programme, The University of Waikato
‘The Lesbianism Of Things’: Gender, Corporeality And Heritage At The  
Charlotte Museum Trust

During 2015 transgender politics flared into a tinderbox of discontent, 
leaving a trail of unanswered questions amongst the ashes. What are the 
responsibilities of feminism with regard to transgender women? And what 
are the responsibilities of feminists? To fight against the body inflected with 
patriarchal privilege perhaps? Or conversely, to find ways to include it? This 
paper reflects on the responsibilities of museums towards transgender lesbians. 
It takes Auckland’s Charlotte Museum Trust and what Charlotte Museum 
founder Miriam Saphira calls ‘the lesbianism of things’ as a case study. Drawing 
on postcolonial perspectives, the paper considers the lesbianism of goddesses 
and other vulvac objects as found in the Charlotte Museum’s collection. In so 
doing, it highlights the relationship between gender and corporeality at the 
heart of the lesbian patrimony secured by the museum. Furthermore, the paper 
suggests that this type of patrimony intrinsically posits transgender lesbians as 
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illegitimate, where a fundamental shift in the parameters of lesbian heritage is 
required for inclusion. But what might such a shift mean? For feminism, and for 
lesbian feminists?

Debbie Hager, The University of Auckland
The Construction Of Vulnerability:  A Paradigm Shift For Feminists?  
(Workshop) 

Labelling populations of women as vulnerable is one strategy to focus attention 
and resources towards those requiring care and support.  My doctoral research 
has identified that rather than helping to eliminate marginalisation and harm, 
constructing women as vulnerable advertises that these populations are weak, 
unprotected, and of little societal value, and makes them more likely to be 
harmed.  This workshop will explore this finding and explain it in the context of: 
the construction of vulnerability and how it is used in society today; vulnerability 
and hegemony – the continuum of societal value; why being vulnerable is 
neither inherent nor inevitable for dis/abled women; the expectation and societal 
acceptance that dis/abled women will be abused; how this understanding 
enables predation by abusers; what this means in terms of societal attitudes 
and responses to both preventing and responding to violence against dis/
abled women; new thoughts about feminist women’s responses to vulnerability, 
powerlessness and hegemonic masculinity; the relationship between the societal 
construction of all women and disabled women in particular; a theoretical 
underpinning for this thinking; paradigm shifts for constructive responses to the 
new knowledge. 

Linda Hill, Campaign for Equal Pay, Equal Value
Politics Of Pay Equity: The Bartlett Case

Caregiver Kristine Bartlett’s pay equity claim could result in the biggest pay rises 
for women since the early 1970s.  The Courts have clarified that the Equal Pay 
Act 1972 Act does indeed provide for equal pay for work of equal value.  For 
work done predominantly by women, male pay in that job may also be affected 
by gender discrimination, and an appropriate comparator might need to be 
sought beyond that workplace or sector, said the courts.  They also confirmed 
court power, so far unused, to set General Principles for implementation of equal 
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pay claims. The government, which funds most care work, promptly established 
a tripartite working group to write its own set of principles, and another to 
attempt to settle Kristine Bartlett’s claim.  As at 1 April 2016, the settlement 
offer is still inadequate, the form principles will take is still under debate, and 
new court dates have been requested.  Meanwhile, unions have lodged claims 
for other women’s occupations.  This paper will report on progress and politics to 
date.  

Prue Hyman, WSANZ Member
Universal Basic Income: Time For Feminists To Push This Proposal? 

In 1998, I gave a paper at a WSA conference asking if UBI was a useful policy 
for feminists. No governments or political parties were prepared to push it at 
that time and the movement almost died in NZ. More recently it has revived, 
and the policy is being trialled in several parts of the world. With the mess of the 
welfare system and the appalling rise in NZ inequality and its consequences for 
many groups, particularly women and children, it’s time to try again here. The 
case is further strengthened by the casualisation of paid work and the prospect 
of technological change including robots eroding further paid job numbers. 
Some writers in NZ have long advocated UBI and kept advocacy for it going – 
including Keith Rankin and Lowell Manning, more recently and publicly joined by 
Gareth Morgan and Susan Guthrie in The Big Kahuna. In addition, the Greens 
and Labour parties are at least flirting with the idea. I would like this session 
to discuss the arguments for (and against) UBI – which is a policy that can 
appeal to those on the right, as well as those on the left, and brainstorm all its 
implications we can think of for various groups of women in New Zealand.

Sue Jackson; Emma Tennent; Jessica La; Abby Simpson, Millie 
Dow, Tessa Parker and Maggie Hablous,  Victoria University of 
Wellington and Femineast Feminist Club
‘New’ Faces Of Feminism: Young Feminists (Panel)

A. Sue Jackson; New Faces of Feminism

Recent cultural events suggest a ‘new’ gender politics is emerging amongst 
young New Zealand women. In 2015 Sunday magazine’s lead story described a 
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new phenomenon of student-led feminist clubs in high schools; large numbers 
of teen girls used social media to challenge the rape culture politics in the wake 
of Roastbusters revelations in 2013; media coverage of Lorde has repeatedly 
pointed to her feminist politics as evidence of a wider shift. These cases echo 
girls’ participation internationally in a “comeback” of feminism as a rallying 
point in political and cultural life.  Digital media appear to be a significant site of 
feminism’s reinvigoration, in particular as a mode of young women’s resistance 
to sexism, sexual violence and misogyny. In this introduction to the panel, I 
will scope the landscape of young feminism with a particular focus on young 
New Zealand women. To do so, I will draw on the small body of literature about 
high school age girls and feminism, media reportage and data from my current 
research on feminism in high schools. 

B. Emma Tennent; The Fashionable New Face of Feminism? Constructions 
of celebrity feminism in online media

Girls and young women are regularly understood as the primary audience 
for celebrities. So what does it mean when celebrities identify as feminists? 
Historically, women like Germaine Greer and Gloria Steinem became celebrities 
because of their feminist work. In a similar manner, today feminist video 
bloggers like Laci Green have gained fame through Youtube and social media, 
Laci’s fame being due to her activism for sex education in the United States. 
However, this is quite different from celebrity feminists such as Beyoncé or 
Emma Watson who embrace feminism from a position of fame. Watson’s 
identification as a young feminist woman may have particular relevance for 
girls, many of whom who grew up with her as Hermione in the Harry Potter 
books and films. But meanings of feminism made available in celebrity culture 
are contested amongst media and academic feminists alike. For young people 
in particular, politics and identities are increasingly negotiated online, with blogs 
and comment sections an important site where meanings are constructed and 
contested. This paper explores the meanings of celebrity feminism through 
the perspectives of online bloggers. I will particularly focus on ways in which 
bloggers engaged a discourse of authenticity to police the boundaries of 
feminism. Although the popularity of celebrity feminism suggests something 
profound about feminism today, online discussions reveal familiar attempts to 
restrict who is allowed to identify as feminist.

C. Jessica La; Doing it Differently in Rookie: Girls, Sexuality and Online 
Feminism 
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Girls are growing up in a postfeminist climate that strongly influences what it 
means to be a girl and to be sexual as a girl. Within postfeminism, girls can be 
sexual and desiring but only in highly limited ways. Girls’ magazines have long 
been contradictory spaces, constructing heterosexual desire as normative on 
the one hand but as problematic, risky and inappropriate on the other. Although 
girls’ magazines remain a popular source of information about sexuality, 
the internet offers girls an expanded resource that nonetheless reproduces 
contradictory discourses of girls’ sexuality. Rookie stands out as one of the few 
examples of a feminist-inspired magazine for girls and is readily available to 
them online. In this paper I draw on a project that explored how the feminist 
underpinnings of Rookie might be reflected in the information and messages 
given to girls about sexuality. I discuss my analysis of seven blog posts from the 
sex+love category of the magazine which identified three main constructions 
of sexuality: sexuality as emotional learning; sexuality as a project and 
sexuality as diverse. Findings suggest the magazine to be a platform for girls 
to make their own meanings and critiques of sexuality through a feminist lens 
but although holding intersectional values the magazine tends to represent a 
dominant, white voice. 

D. Femineast Leaders: Abby Simpson, Millie Dow, Maggie Hablous and 
Tessa Parker; Creating a Space for Feminism in a Girls’ School 

In this presentation we will trace the history of the feminist club at our school: 
what are the origins of the club, how did it begin and why did past students feel 
a need for a feminist club? We will describe the club’s membership and provide 
an overview of the various discussions about topics of concern and interest 
to young feminists as well as activities such as zine making that take place in 
weekly club meetings. The weekly meetings at school are an important part 
of Femineast, but we also have a club Facebook and involvement with a wider 
feminist community that we will also discuss. Now leaders of the club in our final 
year of school, we will share our own experiences of being in the club and what 
we believe the club enables for other girls and for the school as whole. 



25   Women’s Studies Association / Pae Akoranga Wāhine Conference 2016

Ang Jury, Women’s Refuge, and Karen McIntyre, Women’s Art 
Initiative
Responding To Violence

“Committing ourselves to anti-oppressive work means committing to 
socialchange and to taking an active role in that change.” (Brown, L., and 
Strega, S., 2005)

Despite greater public presence, acknowledgement, and information around 
domestic violence there are still vast discrepancies between the way women 
are represented and the way they choose to self-represent their experiences, 
their responses to these, and themselves. This raises a critical question around 
the prioritising of ‘victims’ experiences and voices in the discourses of violence. 
A Response Based Practice (RBP) approach challenges pathologising and 
deficit-based practices and responses which legitimate, minimise, and justify 
violence against the one in three women who will experience it in this country. 
The social responses received and language used silence and shame women 
so entirely that they may never speak of what has happened. If they do they 
may be misunderstood, marginalised, pitied, diagnosed, or even blamed. Their 
resistance to this violence will be largely ignored - yet this resistance offers 
dignity in the face of unimaginable indignity. This presentation will explore the 
use of a RBP approach within Aotearoa, with particular reference to WAI the 
Women’s Art Initiative, and Women’s Refuge.

Veronika T. Kanem, and Adele N. Norris, The University of  
Waikato
Economic Development In The Merauke Regency Of Southern Papua And 
Indigenous Cultural Identity: An Intersectional Evaluation Of The Merauke 
Integrated Food And Energy Estate (Mifee) Programme

The javanisation of Papua has brought about drastic changes whereby 
indigenous peoples are facing challenges balancing the tensions between 
development initiatives and maintaining their their cultural identity, which is 
largely connected to their lands. To gain deeper insight into this phenomenon, 
this qualitative case study investigates the 2010 implementation of the 
Merauke Integrated Food and Energy Estate project (MIFEE) by the Indonesian 
government. While the MIFEE programme includes a diversity of development 
initiatives, it is responsible for converting millions of hectors of native forest 
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away from its native use, which has contributed to the loss of the region’s 
staple food, sago. Exploring the experiences of the Marind tribe of the Merauke 
Regency, located in Southern Papua, this study employs the Black feminist 
frameworks, the matrix of domination and intersectionality, to explore two 
questions: (1) To what extent has the MIFEE programme influenced divisions of 
labour arrangements with regard to race/ethnicity and gender in the Merauke 
regency? (2) How has these new arrangements influenced indigenous cultural 
practices and identity? This paper concludes that in the absence of intentional 
strategies to offset developments practices that threatens indigenous culture, 
the indigenous population of Papua risk losing their cultural identity.

Samantha Keene, School of Social and Cultural Studies,  
Victoria University of Wellington
Growing Up With Hardcore: Exploring The Meanings Of Pornography In The 
Digital Age

The ‘sex wars’ of the 1980s divided feminists over the issue of pornography. 
For some, pornography depicted a sexist ideology which would promote and 
encourage violence against women. For others, pornography was viewed as 
an important outlet for sexual expression and a critical component of women’s 
liberation. Today, pornography is primarily viewed online and is more accessible 
than ever before. The proliferation of pornography in the digital sphere 
has reignited academic interest in this area, however critical criminological 
perspectives on this issue are lacking, despite the potential for pornography-
related harms. This paper provides an overview of an in-progress doctoral study 
exploring the role that pornography plays in the lives of young New Zealanders 
between the ages of 17 and 30 who have grown up in a generation with access 
to hardcore internet pornography. This study uses qualitative methods, including 
an internet-based method of inquiry, and investigates the gendered differences 
in people’s experiences of pornography in relation to sex, intimacy, relationships 
and the self. This study provides a lens for understanding the meanings 
attributed to pornography, and contributes to the small criminological literature 
base on this important issue.  
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Moeata Keil, The University of Auckland
Pacific Mothers’ Experiences With Child Support Money

Improving the economic and social well-being of sole-parent families remains 
a key rationale for the development of child support policies across the Anglo-
West. This means that for sole-mother families the receipt of child support has 
the potential to make a significant impact on family well-being.  However to 
date much of the analysis of child support has drawn on normative Western 
understandings of family structures and the organisation and enactment of 
gender relations within that structure. There has been an absence of any 
examination of the way ethnicity interacts with gender to shape experiences of 
post-separation family life. Drawing on interviews with nine Pacific mothers, this 
paper shows that ethnicity and gender interact in these women’s lives to shape 
and, in many cases, constrain their pursuit of child support. This investigation 
provides an important insight into the ways that Pacific mothers navigate 
and negotiate their access to child support, by revealing a complex system of 
meaning-making that mothers assign to their roles and identities as Pacific 
mothers. The paper concludes by arguing that Pacific mothers’ decisions to 
pursue child support involve a complex system of negotiation and reconciliation 
of Pacific cultural values, with mainstream normative gender ideals associated 
with ‘good’ mothering. 

Kara Kennedy, English, University of Canterbury
Beyond The Womb: Imagining Life Without Pregnancy

Reproduction and maternity have long been feminist issues, but we are now on 
the edge of facing the prospect of artificial wombs and ‘freedom’ from some or 
all aspects of pregnancy. In the 1970s, Shulamith Firestone called for artificial 
reproduction in The Dialectic of Sex, while Adrienne Rich praised the experience 
of pregnancy as something unique for women in Of Woman Born. Not long 
after, test tube babies were normalized when in vitro fertilization and other 
fertility treatments became mainstream medical technologies despite religious 
opposition. The next step seems to be artificial wombs, but what happens to 
women and society if pregnancy actually becomes a thing of the past? What 
happens to abortion laws or the concept of parenthood if ectogenesis is available 
to carry unwanted fetuses to term outside a woman’s body? Looking at how  
science fiction writers have addressed some of these issues can help us imagine 
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a world without reproduction and maternity as we know them, and raise  
concerns we will need to address regarding the inevitable ethical and legal  
battles regulating women’s bodies, technology, and who holds responsibility for 
life beyond the womb.

Shannon Kumar, and Setayesh Rahmanipour, The University of 
Auckland
Sexual Violence In Ethnic Minority Communities In New Zealand: Findings 
From Two Honours Projects

Sexual violence is yet to be comprehensively researched in the New Zealand 
context, particularly within Ethnic Minority Communities. There is a large gap 
in this area, particualry around the constructions of sexual violence as well as 
in developing a profile of sexual violence. This paper aims to develop a body 
of knowledge through two connecting topics. Subtopic 1: An exploration of 
the discourses of violence and vulnerability. Cultural norms and practices, in 
particular in relation to complex concepts such as shame and stigma may be 
contributing to the construction of sexual violence within these groups (Akinpar, 
2011). Therefore, this paper calls to highlight the need to bring this discussion 
to the forefront and examine how these communities not only construct sexual 
violence but how the interaction of multiple structural factors, such as culture, 
poverty and migration create vulnerabilities for these groups. Subtopic 2: An 
Evaluation of Community-level Data Collection Methods. This section of the 
paper focuses on current data collection methods for sexual violence in non-
government organisations, as well as identifying gaps in these methods and 
recommending improvements in these methods. A lack of robust data in this 
field is a barrier in facilitating effective policies and interventions for these 
communities (Fanslow & Robinson, 2004).

Anita Lacey and Yvonne Underhill-Sem, The University of  
Auckland
Intersecting Intellects, Diverging Bodies: ‘Joint’ Feminist Research In The 
Pacific

This is a methodological paper that explores the spaces and power structures 
of a collaborative research project involving two feminist scholars committed 
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to post-colonial feminist ways of working. Intersectionality is a core principle in 
our research and teaching and has provided us with the basis of collaboration.  
It has also facilitated a means of thinking about what happens when one of 
us could not participate in the fieldwork that involved three weeks working in 
out-of-the way places in the Pacific. In this paper we examine the intersecting 
intellectual and practical challenges that contingencies bring to a feminist post-
colonial research project.  In doing so we argue that intersectional theory and 
practice can help to alleviate frictions between the materiality of bodies and their 
tacit connections, with the imperatives of intellectual solidarity and  
integrity.

 

Heather McDonald, Victoria University of Wellington
Policy-Making As Problem Representation: The Social Policy Response To 
Sexual Violence Against Women In New Zealand 1984-89

After more than 30 years of feminist activism in New Zealand the government 
policy response to sexual violence continues to be highly contested. This paper 
draws on archival material (both official and community records) to trace 
the competing discourses and agendas within the early policy development 
process as the pakeha feminist and Maori women’s rights movements seek to 
influence the ways in which the problem of rape is represented and responded 
to by Government within the social policy context. Using Bacchi’s “What’s the 
problem represented to be?” methodology the analysis of these early discourses 
identifies the silences and assumptions, as well as the privileged neo-liberal 
agenda that redefined, individualised and sought to professionalise the services 
for rape victims/survivors. Despite that focus on rehabilitation, the financial 
instability of services and lack of adequate provision of appropriate services for 
women and communities continue to be features of the sector today. I argue 
also that a specific focus on rape education and prevention, critical for reducing 
the incidence of rape, has been severely under attended to and that this in part 
reflects continued reluctance to address the both the nature of rape and the 
need for wider structural change in addressing it. 
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Eliza Melling
The Prevalence And Impact Of Intimate Partner Sexual Violence On Women 
In America And New Zealand, And  The Barriers To Escaping And Reporting 
Intimate Partner Sexual Violence.

I will speak about Intimate Partner Sexual Violence. My presentation will have a 
New Zealand focus. I will explore the barriers to escaping and reporting intimate 
partner sexual violence. I intend to do this through exploring the definition of 
IPSV, the changing societal views of IPSV, the occurrence of IPSV especially in 
NZ, the impact associated with IPSV, the barriers to escaping and reporting IPSV 
that survivors encounter, and effective interventions which can improve services 
and support for IPSV victims. My presentation will be concise and interesting, 
whilst maintaining sensitivity so as not to offend or trigger anyone who may 
have survived IPSV.  

Sue Middleton and Phillida Bunkle, WSANZ Members
Women, Feminisms And Mid-Twentieth Century ‘New Education.’

Arising from the ashes of the First World War, ‘New Education’ movements 
involved teachers, politicians, administrators, academics, parents, psychologists 
and psychoanalysts. Organisations such as the New Education Fellowship 
(NEF) networked globally to advocate student choice, artistic expression and 
‘learning through play.’ With the rise of Fascisms in the 1930s, New Education 
emphasised ‘education for democracy,’ equality of opportunity and international 
understanding. In the 1940s-50s, welfare states promoted these values in 
education policies: New Zealand’s First Labour Government closing schools so 
teachers could attend the 1937 NEF Conference. Equality of opportunity for 
women and girls was part of post-World Two education policy agenda. In the 
1980s, feminist educationists critiqued these policies as infused with essentialist 
assumptions of gender ‘difference.’ Re-evaluating this, we trace historical 
connections between ‘New Education’ and feminism in Britain and New Zealand.

A. Sue Middleton; New Zealand Women and the Theosophical Fraternity in 
Education, 1916-38

In 1915, English Theosophist Beatrice Ensor founded the Theosophical Fraternity 
in Education (TFE) to promote ‘New Education’ globally. The TFE became NEF 
in 1921, when ‘mainstream’ educationists became ‘afraid of our Theosophy.’ A 
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spiritual organisation based in India, Theosophy’s early leaders were feminist 
women, including New Zealander Lilian Edger. Archives in Chennai, London 
and New Zealand uncover a TFE in New Zealand; active from 1917-37 and 
led by feminist women. Bertha Darroch, Principal of Epsom’s Vasanta Gardens 
Theosophical School founded New Zealand’s first NEF group in 1933. She and 
Lilian Edger’s sisters and nieces were active in Theosophy’s ‘New Education’ 
organisations. The setting up of NEF in New Zealand was enabled by networks 
between women Theosophists in New Zealand, India and England. 

B. Phillida Bunkle; Britain’s 1944 Education Act and Second Wave 
Feminism

The women articulating Second Wave Feminism in Britain emerged from the 
environment created by the 1944 Education Act, which ensured that all girls 
completed secondary school, with a minority accessing academic girls’ grammar 
schools. For some, the Act also provided a route to professional education in 
universities or teacher training colleges. A legacy of earlier feminist movements, 
such all-female residential institutions exercised control, but nevertheless 
encouraged women’s achievements. This article explores the opportunities, 
tensions and contradictions created by this educational culture from 1945–65, 
reflected in the views of my contemporaries and the writers, Margaret Cooke, 
Anne Oakley and Margaret Forster.

Michael Monaghan, Dublin City University
Freddie Montgomery, Matrixial Trickster: Representing The Feminine In The 
Narratives Of John Banville

In The Matrixial Borderspace (2006) the visual artist and philosopher Bracha 
Ettinger has developed an alternative to the paradigm of the “male gaze” 
in the representation of genders. Reversing masculine objectification and 
aestheticisation of the female feminine is not as simple as female use of 
masculine traits or de-gendering the way he looks. Instead, it is a process 
by which the female is not passive and the agency of the male is reduced; in 
the “borderspace” both share an incomplete agency. The feminine can still be 
feminine without being objectified.

Irish writer John Banville’s anti-hero, Freddie Montgomery, is a man guilty of 
the murder of a woman simply because he, as an objectifier of women, felt he 
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could do it. In the “Frames” trilogy (1989-1995) Banville’s narrator attempts to 
atone by developing a gaze which allows women agency within the narrative in a 
way his previous understanding of their representation did not allow. This paper 
tracks this as the inward and outward search for the Matrixial Borderspace, and 
questions a man’s creation of a narrative space in which women are allowed to 
exist as human beings, safe in their sexual difference from the conventions of 
the male gaze.

Mary Mowbray & Judy Whitcombe, WSANZ Members
Rewriting Herstories For Feminist Futures: The Legacy Of SROW

In the 1960s and 70s women realised that much of the feminist struggle in the 
late 19th and early 20th century had become invisible and took action to counter 
that.  Some of the efforts of those women, the ‘second wave of feminism’, are 
at risk of being forgotten nowadays. To that end we describe the work of the 
Society for Research on Women (SROW) which was founded in 1966; its 50th 
anniversary was celebrated in May this year. Beginning with an initial Lecture 
Series and the incorporation of the Society, the herstory continues with nation-
wide expansion and the establishment of 7 branches.  A survey in the four main 
urban centres covering a wide range of topics was followed by studies on specific 
topics in greater detail in local areas. If the need for research in a particular area 
was identified by members, they started a study group. The group discussed and 
prepared a proposal which was scrutinised and approved. Apart from specific 
expenses like some report writing or printing costs, all work was on a voluntary 
basis. Over 40 years over 70 research projects were undertaken and published. 
Publications were accepted as professional, celebrated and promoted widely.

Linda Waimarie Nikora, Maori & Psychology Research Unit, 
University of Waikato
Bereavement And Mourning – The Psychological Benefits Of Tangi Rituals

The pattern of tangi is best understood as a series of waves washing in and out. 
As visitors arrive to pay their respects, waves of memory made heavy with grief 
crash down on the mourners. This is gradually relieved by the poetry of formal 
orations, the lightness of pleasant rememberings, the wry humor of gifted 
speakers, and the comforting and familiar chants, however sad their lyrics. This 
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is the rhythm of tangi, painful in its design, kind in its healing outcomes. In the 
Maori world, grief is embodied by women in their physical disposition, the sacred 
spaces they occupy, and through their tears, utterances and lamentations. It 
is performed with actors and audience simultaneously becoming participant 
and witness. In this paper we will consider the psychological benefits that tangi 
rituals afford participants and in particular, the role that women play.

Adele N. Norris, Women’s and Gender Studies / Sociology /  
Social Policy, The University of Waikato
Mass Incarceration: A Discussion Of The Criminalisation Of African-American 
And Māori Women And Adolescent Girls

The United States and New Zealand have the highest incarceration rates among 
Western countries, with women experiencing imprisonment at unprecedented 
rates. Increasing rates of incarceration among women have fuelled a global 
interest in understanding the phenomenon. Even more pressing is the 
disproportionate number of racially marginalised women represented among 
female prisoners. Emerging research in this area often explores this issue in 
isolation of historical influences in shaping perceptions of “criminals.” Black 
feminism, among other feminist thought, have emphasized the importance 
of understanding the historical, intersectional and contextual specificity in 
understanding contemporary social issues. This paper highlights two central 
explanations contributing to the criminalisation of marginalised women, which 
are rooted in historical forms of racial oppression and control–colour-blind 
ideology and racialized controlling images. This paper argues that as discussions 
of mass imprisonment among women expand, it is imperative that the unique 
experiences of criminalisation among racially/ethnically marginalised women and 
adolescent girls are not neglected if good justice work is to be achieved in this 
area. 

Tara Pond & Dr Panteá Farvid, Auckland University of  
Technology 
The Experiences Of Young Bisexual Women Who Use Tinder In New Zealand 

Traditional computer-based online dating has recently been supplemented 
by the hugely popular mobile dating applications. Such apps are available to 
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download on Smartphones and are popular with young people aged 18-25.  The 
most downloaded mobile dating application in New Zealand, and in many other 
countries, is Tinder. Tinder is a ‘location aware’ app that uses GPS technology 
to ‘hook up’ individuals for company, dates, or casual sex. There has been 
a great deal of media discussion around Tinder use, but very little academic 
research. Additionally, research on bisexual women’s dating lives, or their use 
of such apps is scarce. Informed by feminist and critical understandings of 
gender and sexuality, this presentation reports on the outcomes of an honours 
dissertation that interviewed 6 bisexual women about their Tinder-use. The data 
was analysed using inductive thematic analysis and draws conclusions about 
technologically mediated and ‘screened’ intimacies in the contemporary context.  

Judith Pringle, Lynne Giddings, Sharyn Davies, Judy McGregor, 
Auckland University of Technology
Gender Pay Equity: An Intersectional Study Of Engineering And Caring 
Occupations

The principle of equal pay has been in law for decades but the gendered pay 
gap remains resistant to bridging.  In this study we use intersectional theory 
(Rodrigues et al., 2016) to analyse women’s perceptions of equal pay and pay 
equity from two disparate occupational groups, distinguished by class. In two 
phases we investigated the working worlds of women engineers and women 
carers working in residential aged care facilities. The two linked case studies 
provided information on the difficulties of achieving equal and equitable pay. 
For the 21 women engineers (pakeha, tertiary educated professionals) there 
was a lack of transparency around pay rates when compared with their male 
colleagues. Within this male-dominated occupation women’s ability to negotiate 
for what they were worth was curtailed by beliefs in ‘naturalised’ sex differences 
(England, 2010). In contrast, the ethnically diverse 36 women carers were 
paid around the minimum wage. Within this female-dominated occupation the 
perceived issues were unfair wages coupled with their lack of power to negotiate 
working conditions with their managers.  The intersections of multiple analytic 
levels reveal surprising advantages and disadvantages as these women struggle 
for change in their pay and entitlements. The women engineers occupy a 
neoliberal feminist subject (Prugl, 2015) while the carers, led by their union and 
passionate champions are involved collective action for a fair wage. 
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Jenny Rankine, The University of Auckland
Disrupting Misogyny On Social Media – A BYOD Workshop 

This is a bring your own device (BYOD) workshop, aimed at feminist groups, 
bloggers, academics, feminists who post on social media, and others who 
want to share ideas about disrupting, interrupting and countering misogyny 
on social media. I will share some brief suggestions from research on how to 
respond productively to misogyny, everyday racism and other abuse on social 
media, ways to build such interventions into group strategies, and ways to 
evaluate the impact of such responses. I’ll also provide meme templates that 
participants can use to stimulate their ideas for graphic responses, and a list of 
meme-generating sites for access during the workshop. Participants will then 
be divided into topic-based discussion groups – for example, violence against 
women, heteronormative abuse and other topics they want to discuss. Groups 
will be encouraged first to brainstorm the discourses or themes underlying 
common abusive statements around their topics. They will then be asked to 
develop responses to these discourses on their own devices using graphic or 
text-based forms, and work out ways to include humour. If the workshop timing 
allows, participants may be able to tweet or post some of their graphics onto 
social media sites where misogyny is common.

Hannah Rossiter, The University of Auckland
The Ghost In The First Floor Bathroom: The Moral Panic Of Trans People 
Using Gendered Bathrooms 

This year has seen the significant discussion over trans people accessing 
gendered bathrooms with in New Zealand and around the world.  For many 
people the idea of trans people accessing gendered bathrooms is deeply 
troubling.  As a result there is a moral panic, that allowing trans people 
particularly trans women to access bathrooms, is the first step in allowing 
sexual predators into women’s bathroom.  With the passing of House Bill 2 
(HB2) in North Carolina and Family First issuing a legal opinion to New Zealand 
schools that they do not need to permit transgender students access to 
gendered bathrooms.  I will explore how the bathroom issue is a conservative 
response to the passing of marriage equality acts.    
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Naomi Simon-Kumar, The University of Auckland
Ethnic Ambiguity: A New Beauty Myth?

Euronormative beauty ideals continue to position classically ‘white’ features, 
such fair skin, blonde hair, and eye colour as highly desirable to the neglect of 
indigenous archetypes of beauty. Across cultures, whiteness is upheld as the 
paragon for social standards of acceptability and value. At the same time, the 
practice of transposing ethnic features onto Caucasian bodies has emerged as 
a discernible trend in a modern era of digital exhibitionism, influencing new 
aesthetics of body modification and eroticism. This paper examines the recent 
popularisation of white, Western celebrities such as Kylie Jenner and Iggy 
Azalea for characteristically non-white, fetishized features as part of a continued 
coloniality of the ethnic body. Far from subverting existing Eurocentric norms 
around beauty, the idealised hybrid identity is distinctly appropriative: it strives 
to exotify whiteness, rather than advancing non-white bodies as affectively 
beautiful or desirable. 

Rachel Simon-Kumar, The School of Population Health, The 
University of Auckland
Who Is Marginalised? Conflicting Accounts Of Disadvantage In Policy  
Engagement

Amidst the widening social, economic and cultural disparities in the country, 
successive New Zealand governments have made efforts at the political 
inclusion of marginal groups in line with Nancy Fraser’s notion of social justice 
as ‘representation’. Political inclusion is the conscious effort to represent the 
voices of the displaced through a range of measures and is arguably the 
foundation upon which redistributive justice and recognition justice rests on. 
But the conundrum is, who is marginal? In a complex world of intersectional 
identities and disadvantages, who can make a claim to be and experience 
marginality? This paper traverses theoretical critique of marginality and exposes 
the conundrum of identifying disadvantage especially for political inclusion, 
and engaging through exemplars from New Zealand. It draws upon theoretical 
scholarship, review of secondary research in other country contexts where 
marginal engagement has been undertaken, as well on primary case studies 
from New Zealand relating to the engagement of women, migrants, refugees 
and iwi. 
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Virginia Tamanui, Maori & Psychology Research Unit,  
University of Waikato
#Genderandculture #AtuaMaori

This paper moves through the whakapapa of Atua Women from Māori creation 
mythology toward traces of meanings to do with ‘whanaungatanga’ and explores 
‘hashtag’ as another metaphor for relationality in a Māori world. It touches 
on the politics of interpretation, in particular the ‘taken for grantedness’ of a 
particular world view that has privileged the texts of ‘the colonial’ and indeed 
that has attempted to obliterate what was mundanely meaningful to us as Māori 
and as women. To this end, the paper #Genderandculture privileges Our Stories. 
Autoethnographic offerings are made that emphasise the significance of ‘home 
spaces’ as an ‘initial horizon’ and of Māori being Māori in the world. It haltingly 
includes a youthful ‘hashtag’ spoken word to disrupt and interrogate the 
juxtaposition between traditional and dynamic fluid reconstructions of identity.

Linda Tyler, Centre for Art Studies, The University of Auckland 
Analysing Responses To A Different View

In August 2013, a feminist exhibition opened at Gus Fisher Gallery at the 
University of Auckland in New Zealand entitled A Different View: Artists Address 
Pornography. Funded by the Royal Society of New Zealand’s Marsden Fund, 
this art exhibition was one component of a much larger programme of action 
research examining the effects of pornography on society. Most art reviewers 
and art audiences evaluated in terms of the quality of the art on display and 
were oblivious to the aims of the exhibition. Twenty New Zealand artists were 
invited to participate in focus groups and then commissioned to make or 
submit art works for inclusion. Rather than keeping the focus on pornography 
in society, it was variously described as being an exhibition about sex or the 
body, inviting comparison to other Australasian exhibitions such as 100 Ways of 
Loving (Artspace) and Feminism Never Happened (IMA, Brisbane). This paper 
will evaluate the production and reception of the 2013 exhibition as an example 
of feminist praxis.
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Restuning Widiasiha,b, Katherine Nelsona, Joan Skinnera,  
aGraduate School of Nursing, Midwifery, and Health, Victoria 
University of Wellington, bFaculty of Nursing, Padjadjaran  
University, Indonesia
Men’s Extensive Roles In Promoting Women’s Health; Muslim Married  
Women’s Perspectives

The aim of this study was to explore married Muslim women’s perceptions 
related to married men’s roles in promoting women’s health in particular 
women’s cancer. A descriptive exploratory approach was used involving 20 
women, 10 women from urban areas and 10 from rural areas of West Java 
Province, Indonesia. Data from the interviews were analyzed using The Inductive 
Comparative Qualitative Analysis Approach (ICQAAI). Women viewed that men 
supported them to promote their health by providing opportunities for activities, 
and reminding them about healthy food, their workloads, and family planning. 
Participants also mentioned that men’s activities to enhance their health include 
having quality time to share knowledge and experience, discussing any problems 
with men, and men taking them for medical check-up. The study highlights that 
the similarities between rural and urban women’s opinions that in general men 
actively supported in promoting women’s health. Men focused on encouraging 
women to have healthy lifestyle. However, men less active and advice regarding 
prevention and early detection of women’s cancer. Lack of support from men 
could be hinder Muslim women’s participation in prevention and the early 
detection of cancer. 

Lisa Williams, Tess Moeke-Maxwell, and Tessa Morgan, School 
of Nursing, The University of Auckland
“But That’s Aroha”: Analysis Of Caring (For) Lives Video As An Illustration Of  
Gendered Caregiving At End Of Life

Women are central to the provision of palliative and end of life care for whānau/
family members. Indeed, few would challenge the assertion that women are 
primarily responsible for taking care of family members who are sick, chronically 
ill or dying. Furthermore, because populations are living longer, women can 
expect to continue to care for others, even into their 80s, performing such tasks 
as accompanying partners or older relatives to medical appointments, assisting 
with feeding, bathing, toileting and administering medication. They also offer 
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on-going social and emotional support.  Given the importance of women to 
palliative and end of life caregiving, it is essential to explore the gendered 
implications of care. This presentation will do so using the 15-minute short film, 
Caring (for) Lives as its template. The researchers will reflect on the stories 
presented within the film, which are based on actual interviews undertaken 
with whānau/family caregivers during their HRC-funded bi-cultural project 
Te Pākeketanga: Living and Dying in Advanced Age. Focus will be placed on 
heterosexual, cisgender Māori and non-Māori women’s experiences, as this was 
the cohort represented in the research study. Special attention will be placed 
on the ways participants’ navigated the feminine gender norms they associated 
with their caregiving.
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